
John Thompson - KEYNOTE 

Deputy Executive Director, National Sheriffs’ Association 

 

John Thompson is the Deputy Executive Director/ Chief 

Operations Officer for the National Sheriffs' Association. 

John’s public safety career started in 1970 when he worked as a 

fire fighter, emergency communications operator and animal 

control officer before enlisting in the United States Army. 

While in the Army he served as a military police officer, canine 

handler and military intelligence officer. After being honorably 

discharged John continued to work in law enforcement and was 

appointed Chief of Police for the City of Mount Rainier, 

Maryland in 1989 and Assistant Sheriff for Prince George’s 

County, Maryland in 1999.    

Over the years, John has expanded his expertise and his 

reputation in law enforcement and serves on a variety of state and national boards.  Currently, he 

sits on the National Homeland Security Consortium and the Department of Homeland Security 

Emergency Services Sector Coordinating Council which he chairs. Additionally, he is a member 

of the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI), Criminal Justice Information Advisory Policy 

Board, the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center (FLETC), Training Advisory Board and 

the Law Enforcement Congressional Badge of Bravery Review Board. 

In 2013, after learning about the link between animal abuse and violence against people, John 

went on a mission to ensure law enforcement became aware of this horrible evidence and to 

bridge the gap between law enforcement and animal advocates.    

In 2014, John lead a movement that established the National Coalition on Violence Against 

Animals, an independent collective of local, state and national organizations that focus on animal 

cruelty and its relationship to other forms of violence. Additionally, with support from the 

National Sheriffs’ Association and other organizations, he took on the task to petition the FBI-

APB to include animal abuse crimes in the Uniform Crime Report, which was approved and 

signed by Director Comey in September 2014. He did not stop there, where in late 2014 he 

established the National Law Enforcement Center on Animal Abuse, a clearinghouse at the 

National Sheriffs’ Association for law enforcement on all animal abuse issues they may face. 

Currently, he is working with other organizations and partners to address the current problems 

with officer/dog encounters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Randall Lockwood, Ph.D. - ASPCA 
 

Randall Lockwood has degrees in psychology and biology 

from Wesleyan University in Connecticut and a doctorate 

in psychology from Washington University in St. Louis. In 

2005 he joined the staff of the American Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals where he is currently 

Senior Vice President for Forensic Sciences and Anti-

Cruelty Projects. For over forty years he has worked with  

law-enforcement agencies serving as an expert on the 

interactions between people and animals. He has testified 

in dozens of trials involving cruelty to animals or the 

treatment of animals in the context of other crimes, 

including dogfighting, child abuse, domestic violence and 

homicide. In 2014 he received an award from the 

American Academy of Forensic Sciences for outstanding 

contribution to forensic science. 

 

He is co-author of Cruelty to Animals and Interpersonal Violence (1998),  Forensic Investigation 

of Animal Cruelty: A Guide for Veterinary and Law Enforcement Professionals,” (2006) and 

Animal Cruelty and Freedom of Speech: When Worlds Collide (2014). He is author of 

Prosecuting Animal Cruelty Cases: Opportunities for Early Response to Crime and 

Interpersonal Violence, (2006) and Dogfighting Toolkit for Law Enforcement (2011). 

 

 

Amanda Fitch, MS, CCSA 

Amanda Fitch is the Forensic Analyst for the ASPCA Veterinary Forensic Sciences Program at 

the University of Florida’s Maples Center for Forensic Medicine. In addition to presenting 

academic coursework and conducting research, she also responds to animal crime scenes with 

the ASPCA where she serves as the crime scene analyst. She graduated from the University of 

Florida with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Anthropology and from the University of Central 

Oklahoma with a Master of Science in Forensic Science. She also holds crime scene analyst 

certification from the International Association for Identification. 

Ms. Fitch has over 15 years of experience in various disciplines of forensic science. She worked 

several years as an archaeologist where she gained extensive experience in grave excavation. She 

has worked as a Medicolegal Death Investigator in Oklahoma and Florida. She has also worked 

for the Florida Department of Law Enforcement as a Forensic Technician in latent prints and 

crime scene, and for the Seminole County Sheriff’s Office as a Latent Print Analyst. She is 

currently a member of both the Disaster Mortuary Operational Response Team (DMORT) and 

the Florida Emergency Mortuary Operations Response System (FEMORS). Additionally, she is 

a member of several professional organizations, including the American Academy of Forensic 

Science and the International Association for Identification. 



 

Rachel Touroo, DVM – ASPCA 
 

Dr. Rachel Touroo joined the ASPCA in March 

2012 as the director of its Veterinary Forensics 

program. In this role, Dr. Touroo assists law 

enforcement with animal cruelty cases throughout 

the United States, develops and carries out novel 

research in the area of veterinary forensics, and 

teaches Veterinary Forensic Medicine at the 

University of Florida, College of Veterinary 

Medicine.  Prior to joining the ASPCA, Dr. Touroo 

worked as the Staff Veterinarian for Animal Care 

with the Virginia Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services in Richmond, Va. During her time there she provided training, resources and 

assistance to law enforcement throughout the state in handling animal cruelty investigations.   

 

Dr. Touroo started her career in animal welfare in 2001 as a research assistant at the Animal 

Behavior and Welfare group at Michigan State University. Dr. Touroo received her Doctorate of 

Veterinary Medicine from the Michigan State University College of Veterinary Medicine.  

Currently Dr. Touroo is based at the University Of Florida College Of Veterinary Medicine, where 

she holds a courtesy faculty appointment.  She has assisted with hundreds of animal cruelty cases 

throughout the U.S. and has been qualified as an expert witness on dozens of occasions in a variety 

of states as well as in federal court.  She is a board member and President Elect of the International 

Veterinary Forensic Sciences Association. 

 

 

Tabitha Viner, DVM, DACVP – United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

National Forensics Laboratory 
 

Dr. Viner has been at the National Fish and Wildlife Forensics Laboratory since 2010. She leads 

the pathology section at the lab and works with other Fish and Wildlife Service scientists in the 

fields of genetics, morphology, and criminalistics on crimes involving birds and endangered 

species. Prior to her work in wildlife forensic pathology, she was a pathologist at the 

Smithsonian National Zoo in Washington DC, where she worked for 7 years as the associate 

pathologist.  Her veterinary education took place at the Virginia-Maryland Regional College of 

Veterinary Medicine in Blacksburg, VA. A residency in pathology at the National Zoo and a 

fellowship at the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center 

in Washington DC comprised her pathology training. Dr. Viner’s current projects include the use 

of an alternate light source in the diagnosis of electrothermal injury, and the effects of lead in 

raptors and other avian scavengers. 

 

 

 



Lora Dunn - Interim Director & Staff Attorney for the Criminal Justice 

Program: Animal Legal Defense Fund 
 

As Staff Attorney for ALDF’s Criminal Justice Program, Lora Dunn assists prosecutors and law 

enforcement throughout the country on animal cruelty cases—from research and written support 

on motions, pleadings, and briefs to trainings and presentations. 

Lora has been instrumental in expanding the Criminal Justice Program’s amicus brief work 

(“friend of the court” briefs), including such seminal cases as State v. Fessenden (exigency 

exception to the warrant requirement applies to animal victims in emergency situations), State v. 

Newcomb (blood draw of a lawfully seized animal as a “search” under the Oregon Constitution 

and Fourth Amendment), and State v. Nix (animals as crime “victims” for sentencing purposes). 

Lora has also been active in pushing for stronger animal protection legislation. In 2015, Lora 

successfully lobbied for an ALDF bill that allows private citizens to enjoin animal cruelty crimes 

through Oregon’s nuisance abatement code. In 2013, Lora assisted in drafting one of Oregon’s 

most extensive “omnibus” animal cruelty bills that set tougher penalties and sentencing 

guidelines for animal abuse, strengthened Oregon’s pre-conviction forfeiture process, and added 

new licensing and recordkeeping requirements for animal rescues. 

Lora is an adjunct professor at Lewis and Clark Law School, where she teaches the Crimes 

Against Animals course. An L&C alum, she focused on animal and environmental law and 

received the Dean’s Scholarship for Excellence. Before joining ALDF, Lora was an associate 

managing editor for Carnegie Hall and an editorial assistant for Oxford University Press in New 

York. An East Coast native, Lora now resides in Portland, Oregon with her husband and their 

rescued cat, Panther. She has been quoted in the New York Times, The Huffington Post, The 

Dodo, One Green Planet, and The Oregonian. 

 

 

Phil Arkow, Coordinator – National 

Link Coalition 
 
Internationally acclaimed lecturer, author and 

educator Phil Arkow is coordinator of the National 

Link Coalition and editor of the monthly LINK-

Letter newspaper. He is a consultant for the 

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals. He chairs the Latham Foundation’s 

Animal Abuse and Family Violence Prevention 

Project. He formerly directed Link programs at the 

American Humane Association, the nation’s oldest federation of child and animal protection organizations.  

 

He co-founded the National Link Coalition, the National Animal Control Association, the Animal Welfare 

Federation of New Jersey, and the Colorado Federation of Animal Welfare Agencies. He trains 

internationally on inter-disciplinary topics for animal shelters, child protection agencies, domestic violence 

programs, adult protective services, law enforcement, judges, and veterinarians.  

 



He is an adjunct faculty member at Harcum College, Bryn Mawr, Pa., and Camden County College, 

Blackwood, N.J., where he teaches Certificate courses in Animal-Assisted Therapy. He is a teaching 

assistant for the University of Florida’s distance learning course on Animal Cruelty and Interpersonal 

Violence, whose curriculum he co-wrote. He is a lecturer on animal-assisted interventions in the School of 

Social Policy and Practice at the University of Pennsylvania. 

 

A former newspaper reporter and foundation communications officer, Arkow is a prolific writer and trainer. 

He has conducted over 200 multi-disciplinary lectures in 15 countries and authored and edited 75 key 

reference books, articles and chapters on the human-animal bond, violence prevention, humane education, 

animal-assisted therapy, and animal shelter management. He has served with the American Veterinary 

Medical Association, the Delta Society/Pet Partners, the Council on Foundations, the Animals & Society 

Institute, the National Coalition on Violence Against Animals, the Academy on Violence and Abuse, and 

the American Association of Human-Animal Bond Veterinarians. He recently received a Lifetime 

Achievement Award from New Jersey Child Assault Prevention. 

 

 

 

Jennifer Woolf, DVM – Woolf Veterinary Forensics Consulting 
 

Dr. Woolf received her Bachelor’s degree from Cornell University and her D.V.M. from the 

University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine.  Over the years, she has worked as an 

associate veterinarian, a contract veterinarian, and as a business owner, providing relief services 

to private practices, shelters, and animal welfare organizations.  Her work has included small 

animal medicine and surgery, emergency medicine, shelter medicine, and animal abuse 

investigations.  In 2013, she completed the University of Florida Veterinary Forensic Sciences 

Graduate Certificate, and in 2014 she founded Woolf Veterinary Forensics Consulting.  The 

company promotes education in the field of veterinary forensics including how to identify 

possible animal abuse, how to report it, and how to collect evidence.   She has given lectures 

nationally on the subject to varied audiences including veterinarians and their staff, law 

enforcement, attorneys, and domestic violence workers.  Dr. Woolf expects to complete her 

Master’s Degree in Veterinary Forensic Sciences in the Spring of 2016. 

 

 



Mark Ruefenacht, Founder: 

Dogs for Diabetics (D4D) 
 

Mark Ruefenacht is a native of the 

San Francisco Bay 

Area.   Professionally, he 

specializes in forensic measurement 

science.  He is a contract employee 

with the United States National 

Institute of Standards and 

Technology (NIST), developing and 

writing documentary standards, and 

performing accreditation 

assessments for the International 

Standards Organization (ISO).  He consults directly with and teaches advanced forensic topics 

for forensic laboratories and law enforcement agencies at the federal, state and local level 

throughout the United States and internationally. 

 

Mark is an insulin-dependent diabetic, with a family history of blindness due to diabetic 

retinopathy and non age-related, advanced macular degeneration.  With this strong motivation, 

Mark began his work with assistance dogs in 1997, raising puppies for Guide Dogs for the Blind 

(GDB) of San Rafael, California.  He continues this volunteer service today as a regional Guide 

Dog Puppy Raising Group Leader and also leads a Research & Development Puppy Raising 

program under the direction of GDB. 

 

In 1999, Mark was able to couple his professional experience in forensic science with his guide 

dog experience to develop innovative new training protocols for dogs to detect hypoglycemia 

(acute low blood sugar) in insulin-dependent diabetics.  In 2004, he founded Dogs for Diabetics 

(D4D), the first-of-its-kind assistance dog organization fully accredited for the training, 

placement, and follow-up services of dogs to assist Type 1 diabetics.   Over 100 dogs have been 

placed with diabetics.  These dogs safeguard lives as well as help prevent diabetes-related 

disabilities such as blindness. 

 

As a result of his work with Dogs for Diabetics he has pioneered and promoted a new field of 

assistance dogs: Medical Assistance Dogs.  He is actively involved in promoting standards of 

quality and safety for all types of medical assistance dogs.   Mark is recognized as an expert 

witness and testifies in court about service dog public access standards and the American’s With 

Disabilities Act (ADA) as it relates to service animals. Mark teaches ADA & service animal 

rights-and- responsibilities workshops to persons with disabilities, businesses, nonprofit 

organizations and governmental/judicial agencies. Mark currently serves as the President of 

Dogs for Diabetics in a volunteer capacity. 

 

Mark has had the opportunity to share his story about his work with GDB and D4D as a speaker 

at numerous international conferences and engages as a keynote speaker for conferences, 

organizations, and corporate events.  He has traveled around the world, working directly with 



numerous assistance and guide dog organizations, to further the life-saving skills assistance dogs 

can provide to people with disabilities. 

 

• Recipient of the Jefferson Award in 2012 and 2013 for community service and promotion of 

volunteerism. 

• Named by Bark Magazine as one of the top dog trainers in the United States for innovative 

techniques. 

• Named by the Bay Area News Group as one of five most inspiring individuals residing in the 

San Francisco Bay Area in 2013. 

• Named in the 2015 Guinness’s World Book of Records as the first person to discover the 

science of and train a dog to assist diabetics with acute hypoglycemia. 

Featured in over 100 domestic and international publications and news programs (all major 

networks & PBS) for discoveries in diabetes and innovation in assistance dog training & the 

human-animal relationship. 

 

 

Sharon Gwaltney-Brant, DVM, PhD, DABVT, 

DABT 
 

Dr. Gwaltney-Brant received her DVM from North Carolina 

State University and her PhD in veterinary pathology from 

Kansas State University.  She is a diplomate of the American 

Board of Toxicology and the American Board of Veterinary 

Toxicology, where she currently holds the office of President.  

Dr. Gwaltney-Brant formerly was Vice-President and Medical 

Director of the ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center.  Dr. 

Gwaltney-Brant currently works as a consultant for Veterinary 

Information Network (VIN) and as a private consultant in 

veterinary toxicology, pathology and veterinary forensics.  She holds faculty positions at the 

University of Illinois and at the University of Florida.  She is a charter member and past-

president of the International Veterinary Forensic Sciences Association.  Dr. Gwaltney-Brant has 

lectured at numerous state, national and international veterinary conferences, regularly teaches 

online continuing education and college credit courses on veterinary and forensic toxicology, and 

has published numerous journal articles and book chapters on toxicology, pathology and 

veterinary forensic science. 

 

 

 

Michelle Welch - Senior Assistant Attorney General: Virginia Attorney 

General’s Office 
 

Michelle Welch is a Senior Assistant Attorney General in the Virginia Attorney General’s 

Office.  She is the Director of the newly created Animal Law Unit at the Attorney General's 

Office.  She is charged with taking all animal law questions in Virginia.  She is called on by 

agencies all over the Commonwealth to act as a special prosecutor in animal cruelty and animal 

fighting cases.  She has been appointed a special Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Western District 



of Virginia to aid in animal fighting prosecutions.  She frequently gives advice to local law 

enforcement authorities and prosecutors all over Virginia and across the nation.  She also trains 

prosecutors, animal control and law enforcement officers on the state of Virginia animal law.  

She is a frequent speaker at many conferences, including the Virginia Animal Control 

Association.    She is the President of the Virginia Animal Fighting Taskforce.  She frequently 

works with many animal organizations, including the Animal Welfare Institute, HSUS, ALDF 

and ASPCA.  She is a senior faculty member for the Association of Prosecuting Attorneys 

(APA).  She is the Chair of the Animal Law Curriculum Advisory Committee for the APA.  She 

is adjunct faculty for Animal Law at the University of Richmond Law School and William & 

Mary Law School.  She has testified before a Congressional Caucus examining the enforcement 

of animal laws and the cooperation between state and federal partners. In 2015, HSUS gave her 

Office, the US Attorney's Office, USDA, and ABC the Law Enforcement Award for bringing to 

justice one of the largest cockfighting rings in KY, which had ties to Virginia.  Michelle and this 

dynamic team of Agents and Prosecutors worked  for two years on this investigation.  In 2014, 

she was named Prosecutor of the Year by the Association of Prosecuting Attorneys.   In 2013, 

she was named one of the Top 10 Animal Defenders in the Nation by Animal Legal Defense 

Fund.  She was presented with the Albert Schweitzer Medal for her work on behalf of the 

animals in 2012 by the Animal Welfare Institute.  She has also been awarded VACA's 

President's Award in 2010.  She has also received HSUS's Law Enforcement Award in 2008. 

 

 

Martha Smith-Blackmore, DVM – Forensic 

Veterinary Investigations, LLC 
 

Dr. Martha Smith-Blackmore is a veterinarian with extensive 

experience in shelter medicine and veterinary forensics. In 

her various clinical roles throughout her career she has 

consulted on hundreds of animal cruelty case and has 

frequently served as expert witness for the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts and once for the Baltimore County States 

Attorneys Office.  

  

Martha is a Research Assistant Professor at the Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at the 

Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine and a Fellow of the Center for Animals and Public 

Policy at Tufts University. This past year she has been engaged in a project looking at animal 

cruelty to dogs in Massachusetts as a Stanton Foundation NextGen Fellow in Canine Welfare. 

Dr. Smith-Blackmore is President of a private veterinary forensics consulting firm, Forensic 

Veterinary Investigations, LLC.  Her current research project is outlined at 

www.VetInvestigator.com/CrimesAgainstCanines.  

Martha was recently appointed to the International Association of Chiefs of Police’s Forensics 

Sub-Committee, and she is an associate member of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences.  

She is a founding Board Member of the IVFSA.  



Martha is the past-chair of the Animal Welfare Committee of the American Veterinary Medical 

Association and past president of the Association of Shelter Veterinarians. She is an author and 

editor of the Guidelines for Standards of Care in Animal Shelters and is frequently requested to 

consult on animal cruelty cases by prosecutors and police departments throughout Massachusetts 

and around the country.  

Realizing her words have tripped her up more than once, Martha decided we might all benefit 

from a discussion about how we chose the words we use when talking about and writing up our 

cases. 

 

 

Rebecca Kagan, DVM – United States Fish and Wildlife Service National 

Forensics Laboratory 
 

Dr. Kagan is a graduate of the Iowa State University College of Veterinary Medicine. She 

completed an anatomic pathology residency in Chicago through the University of Illinois Zoo 

Pathology program followed by a pathology fellowship at the San Diego Zoo and Wildlife Park. 

Dr. Kagan has been working as a veterinary pathologist at the US Fish and Wildlife Service 

National Forensics Laboratory since 2010.  

 

 

Katie Rubin, MS, Ph.D. Candidate – University of Florida 
 

Katie M. Rubin is a doctoral candidate in the Anthropology Department at the University of 

Florida and the Senior Analyst at the C. A. Pound Human Identification Laboratory. Katie 

received both her BA in biological anthropology and MS in physical anthropology from the 

University of Pennsylvania in 2012. Her previous research includes the analysis of fatal cranial 

traumas at the archaeological site of Hasanlu (Iran) and their association with recovered weapons 

of war, as well as an investigation into the manifestation of Cocaine-Induced Midline Destructive 

Lesions in dry bone. Currently, Katie is working with the UF Health Pathology Laboratories' 

Forensic Toxicology Laboratory on research pertaining to skeletal toxicology and the 

mechanisms by which bones uptake toxic substances in vivo. 

 

 



Jessica Hvozdovich, BS, BA, Graduate 

Research Fellow: University of Florida 
 

Jessica Hvozdovich is a graduate research fellow at the 

University of Florida pursuing a Master’s in Forensic 

Drug Chemistry in the Veterinary Forensic Sciences 

Program. Since 2013 she has worked at UF’s College of 

Veterinary Medicine partnered with the ASPCA and the 

Maples Center of Forensic Medicine. Here, Hvozdovich 

has gained experience in several different branches of 

the forensic sciences by working closely with UF and the 

ASPCA’s diverse team of specialists. Through them, she 

most notably assists with workshop preparation, 

evidence storage, crime scene sketching, research, and necropsies. Her research interests focus 

on pentobarbital detection in bone marrow and the most effective ways to collect and process 

biological samples in order to identify this compound used in euthanasia throughout the 

decomposition process.  

Hvozdovich completed her undergraduate career at UF in 2015 with a B.S. in Chemistry, a B.A. 

in Anthropology, a minor in French, and certification from the American Chemical Society. In 

2014 she worked with the Miller Group in the Butler Polymer Chemistry Laboratory and 

coauthored a paper titled Polyesters from Bio-Aromatics presented in the ACS 2015 Green 

Polymer Chemistry: Biobased Materials and Biocatalysis publication. Her long term goals are to 

earn her Ph.D. in Forensic Drug Chemistry and continue to conduct research while being able to 

assist the ASPCA with crime scenes both in the lab and the field. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rolan Tripp, DVM, Author, Speaker, Consultant – 

Veterinary Behavior Medicine 
Dr. Tripp received his doctorate from UC Davis veterinary 

school1, and also holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Music, and a 

Minor in Philosophy.  He has been the featured speaker in 

Tokyo, Japan, presented a paper at the International 

Conference on Behavioral Medicine in Birmingham, England, 

and lectured on animal behavior at the Smithsonian Institution 

in Washington D.C.  He has published more than 40 articles in 

the Veterinary Literature. 
 

A regular guest on the Animal Planet Network, Dr. Tripp has 

appeared on both “Petsburgh, USA,” and “Good Dog U” a total 

of over 200 times including reruns. He is past President of the 

                                                 
1 Recently ranked by US News and World Report as the top rated Veterinary School in the world. 



Santa Clara Valley Veterinary Medical Assn. and past member of the AVMA Council on 

Veterinary Service representing all U.S. Small Animal Veterinarians.  

 

Dr. Tripp has been a guest lecturer in Animal Behavior at 7 US Veterinary schools and is 

certified by the International Association of Animal Behavior Consultants. He is currently Chief 

Behaviorist at Hannah the Pet Society in Portland Oregon. 

 

 

Wei-Hsiang Huang, DVM, Ph.D. Candidate – National Taiwan University 
 

Dr. Wei-Hsiang Huang is a PhD graduate student of Veterinary Medicine at the National Taiwan 

University. He obtained DVM degree of department of veterinary, NTU, and is a certificated 

veterinarian in Taiwan. During his master and PhD program, he has chosen veterinary forensics 

as his major field, studying on the postmortem changes of animal corpses. He also has accepted a 

resident training of veterinary pathology, taken core courses in forensics provided by NTU 

School of Medicine, and received cadet internship training of forensic anatomic pathology, 

toxicology, and related molecular studies in Institute of Forensic Medicine, Ministry of Justice in 

Taiwan. 

 

 

 

Brian Holoyda, MD – University of California, 

Davis School of Medicine 
 

Dr. Brian Holoyda MD, MPH is a fourth-year resident in 

psychiatry in the Department of Psychiatry & Behavioral 

Sciences at the University of California, Davis School of 

Medicine. Dr. Holoyda has broad academic interests in 

forensic psychiatry, but his research has focused on human-

animal interactions, including bestiality and animal cruelty, 

sexual offending, and the intersection of group psychology 

and the law. Dr. Holoyda has presented on forensic topics at 

many conferences around the world. He has published first-

author articles in academic journals including the Journal of 

the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law, Current Psychiatry Reports, Annals of 

Clinical Psychiatry, and the Journal of Clinical Psychopharmacology, as well as multiple co-

authored book chapters on a variety of psychiatric topics. He has been a member of the 

American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law since medical school and was awarded their 

Rappeport Fellowship award in October of 2015. Dr. Holoyda will begin his year of fellowship 

training in forensic psychiatry at UC Davis in July 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sérvio Reis, DVM – Brazilian Federal Police 
 

Dr. Reis’s education and training includes a major in veterinary medicine and post-graduation 

work in legal veterinary medicine. He also has a Master's degree in Criminal Environmental 

Forensics. Dr. Reis is a doctoral researcher in legal veterinary medicine and a forensic expert of 

the Brazilian Federal Police. He is the President of the Brazilian Legal Veterinary Medicine 

Association (ABMVL) and Director of the Iberoamerican Veterinary Forensic Sciences 

Association. He has worked as a police officer since 2000 and as a forensic expert since 2007. 

Dr. Reis has experience in criminal investigation related to animals as well as environmental and 

veterinary forensics. 

 

 

James Crosby, CBCC-KA 
 

James Crosby, CBCC-KA, is a retired Police 

Lieutenant and has professionally trained 

dogs, taught obedience classes, and solved 

canine behavior problems since 1999.   

 

Jim is a Certified Behavior Consultant-

Canine-Knowledge Assessed (CCPDT). 

Recognized as an expert in the US and 

Canada on Dangerous Dogs, canine 

aggression, fatal dog attacks, and related 

issues. He has investigated over 20 fatal dog attacks on humans and has evaluated 40 of these 

most dangerous of dogs that have killed humans. 

 

Jim teaches safe handling and rehabilitation of Dangerous Dogs and Investigation of Fatal Dog 

Attacks to police, animal control, and others across the US, Canada, England and Italy. He 

consults on-site with the Bahamas Humane Society in Nassau.  

 

Jim has consults on cases of police officer involved shootings to pets. His investigations have 

resulted in positive rulings by Courts for the owners of animals needlessly killed by police. He 

trains Police Officers in avoiding dog bites and use of less-lethal tools to avoid injury from dogs. 

He is part of the committee producing Canine Encounters Training for the State of California 

POST. 

 

Jim is enrolled in the graduate program at the University of Florida, College of Veterinary 

Medicine, seeking his Masters’ Degree in Veterinary Forensics. Jim performs behavioral 

evaluation and retraining for aggressive dogs on an individual basis.   He regularly speaks 

regarding Dangerous Dogs.  He has written two chapters for the upcoming book “Dog 

Aggression” for the University of Lincoln, Lincolnshire, England, curerently in press. He writes 

the blog “Canine Aggression Issues with Jim Crosby”. 

 


